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FRIDAY NEWSLETTER 

    
 

  

Reception ~ Na’amah 

Year 1 ~ Elliot M 

Year 2 ~ Meredith 

Year 3 ~ Evie 

Year 4 ~ George 

Year 5 ~ Penny 

Year 6 ~  Oliver        
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W/c 17 MARCH 2025 

Mon - 
- 

Class 2 deadline for bringing in a special toy 
National Child Measurement Programme ~ Rec & Year 6 
Whole school online assembly ~ Hindu Festival of Holi 

Wed - Year 6 Crucial Crew visit PM 
Thu - 

- 
- 

Fairtrade Coffee Morning at Lothersdale Village Hall 
Winston Plowes visit (poet-in-residence) 
North Yorkshire Cross Country Final at Giggleswick (selected pupils) 

Fri - 
- 
- 

Class 1 deadline for bringing in £1.50 for Sparkle and Shine! 
Legends of the Week Assembly 
Class 2 swimming lesson  

 

Spare socks and boys’ undies 
Mrs Bateman is running low on spare supplies of socks and boys’ undies 
for our younger children. 
 
If your child has grown out of these items, please can you donate to Mrs 
Bateman and Class 1? 
 
Please hand in to the school office.  Many thanks.  

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc. could be 
completed/paid by the stated deadlines to enable us to process the 
paperwork effectively this week. Thank you. 

 

DEADLINES & 
REMINDERS 
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Welcome to the new additions to our Lothersdale family!  We now have seven fish, all with names, who 
are happily enjoying their time in the fish tank located in the main reception area. 
 
We would like to thank Fabi and his family for donating the tropical fish and tank to the school and Mr 
Craven and Class 4 for looking after them so well. 
 
Extended Schools’ STEM Club ~ Building Boats  
This week in STEM Club, the children took on the challenge of designing and building tin foil boats to test 
how many Duplo people they could carry before sinking.  
 
Working in pairs, they planned their designs before carefully constructing their boats. We explored key 
concepts like buoyancy, surface area, and weight distribution. Some boats floated successfully on the first 
try, while others needed adjustments due to being too small or having holes from handling. The winning 
teams managed to hold an impressive 13 Duplo people and even an elephant! It was a fun and hands-on 
way to learn about engineering and problem-solving. 
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British Science Week  

This week is British Science Week, and all children have been 
exploring various scientific concepts linked to this year’s theme 
‘Change and Adapt’. 
 

Children in Class 1 are investigating the life cycle of frogs and have been looking at frog spawn this week. 
They will be watching them develop into tadpoles and frogs over the coming weeks.  They are also 
learning about animals and their habitats. 
 
Children in Class 2 have been learning all about different animal groups in science. We have been grouping 
and classifying different animals whilst also thinking about how animals are adapted to their habitats and 
environments.  
 
Children in Class 3 have been learning about how animals adapt to their habitat.  For example, giraffes 
didn’t always have long necks – their short necks evolved into a longer neck over millions of years to 
enable them to reach food from tall trees. 
 
Children in Class 4 also looked at how animals adapt to their environment. They also learnt about the 
skills required to be a scientist (eg. curiosity, problem-solving, teamwork, concepts). 
 
We would like to thank Miss Burles from South Craven School who came into school on Wednesday to 
teach Science to the children in Class 3 and Class 4, covering the above topics.  Miss Burles was very 
impressed with our children and their engagement with the lessons. 
 
A Science homework booklet was emailed to all parents/carers on Tuesday, containing creative and 
inspiring activities for all children to complete at home.  Thank you to those children who have already 
emailed photographs of their projects.  Mrs Knight is eager so see your child’s project/experiment so 
please remember to send in photographs to lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk for Mrs Knight’s attention. 
 
Class 3 Roman Day and Class 4 Viking Day at Murton Park, York ~ Thursday 13 March 2025 
Children in Class 3 and Class 4 had an amazing experience at Murton Park on Thursday, albeit a cold one! 
Look out for lots of photos in next week’s newsletter. 
 

Class 2 English ~ Monday 17 March 2025 
This week in English, Class 2 have been exploring the text 'Dogger' By 
Shirley Hughes, all about a boy named Dave who loses his beloved toy dog 
Dogger.  
 
Next week, the class will be writing their own lost posters for their own 
beloved toy.  
 
On Monday 17 March, please can the children bring into school one of 
their own special toys, as a writing stimulus for their posters.  

 
Year 6 Crucial Crew Visit ~ Wednesday 19 March 2025 
This year’s Year 6 Crucial Crew visit takes place next Wednesday afternoon at Eshton Grange.  Please 
ensure children are in full school uniform and bring a packed lunch with them (no glass bottles please). 
The children will be taking part in outdoor activities so a warm coat will be required.  It has also been 
requested that children wear training shoes to keep damage to the floor in the sport’s hall to a minimum.   
 
 

  

mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
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Fairtrade Coffee Morning ~ Thursday 20 March 2025 ~ Lothersdale Village Hall 

Next week, it’s our Fairtrade Coffee Morning in the Village Hall and we would love your 
help! If you enjoy baking, please support us by making some homemade Fairtrade goods 
for our Fairtrade Coffee Morning on Thursday 20 March. Whether it’s cakes, cookies, or 
other sweet treats, your support will make a huge difference in promoting Fairtrade and 
raising funds for this important cause. Please bring in baked goods on either Wednesday 
19 March or first thing on Thursday 20 March.   Please see the Fairtrade Coffee Morning 

invitation below. Thank you for your support.  The School Council 
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Keighley & Craven Schools Cross Marley Fields Speedy Run ~ Tuesday 11 March 2025 
On Tuesday, four of our pupils took part in the Marley Fields run, the fourth and final race in this year’s 
Keighley & Craven Schools Cross Country League.  All the children ran brilliantly and produced amazing 
results: 
 
Boys Y3/4 Race:      Girls Y3/4 Race:  
Hugo Baldwin (Y4) ~ 1st Place out of 119  Sophie Broadhead (Y4) ~ 3rd Place out of 79 
Tommy Airlie (Y3) ~ 8th Place out of 119 
 
Girls Y5/6 Race:  
Aravon Airlie (Y5) ~ 12th Place out of 52 
 
Overall Individual Positions (four races combined) 
Three of the children came in the top ten overall individual positions as follows: 
 
Boys Y3/4 Race:      Girls Y3/4 Race:  
Hugo Baldwin (Y4) ~ 1st Place   Sophie Broadhead (Y4) ~ 3rd Place  
Tommy Airlie (Y3) ~ 5th Place (first Y3 boy) 
 
Well done everyone, we are all so proud of you!   
 

Thursday 20 March 2025 ~ North Yorkshire Cross Country Final 
Good luck to our cross-country runners ~ Hugo, Sophie and Tommy 
~ who have been selected to represent the Craven District in this 
year’s North Yorkshire Cross Country Final event next week at 
Giggleswick. 

 
Smartphone Safety Workshop: Empowering Parents with Practical Guidance 

On Wednesday, 22 February 2025, Amy Boy, Parent 
Representative for the Smartphone-Free Childhood Movement 
(SMFC), hosted a valuable parent workshop at our school. She was 
joined by Anna Sarjantson from Screen-safe-resources.co.uk, an 
organisation dedicated to helping families navigate the challenges 
of smartphone use among children. 
 

The workshop aimed to equip parents with practical information and strategies to safeguard children in 
the digital world. Although attendance was lower than expected, the discussion was incredibly insightful, 
sparking meaningful conversations about the impact of smartphones on childhood and how to foster a 
balanced, safe environment for our children. Those who attended agreed that the information shared 
was essential and should reach the wider school community. 
 
To ensure that all parents can benefit from the workshop’s key messages, we encourage you to view the 
information presented by following this link: Lothersdale 22/01/25 - Presentation. We also plan to host a 
similar event in the future and strongly encourage more parents to attend, as the discussions and shared 
insights are invaluable. 
 
It is important to emphasize that the SMFC movement is not about shaming or judging families but rather 
about offering supportive, practical advice to help navigate the digital landscape with confidence. We 
hope you find the information both useful and reassuring. 
 
If you have any questions about the Smartphone-Free Childhood Movement or the school's involvement, 
please do not hesitate to contact Amy Boy. Thank you for your ongoing support in keeping our children 
safe online. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGSOVdYm9s/5mS7X6iTSDCrQFo2hGye8Q/edit
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Friday Office Cover 
Please remember that Mrs Ellison does not work in the school office on a Friday and the school office is 
closed.  Staff are on hand to pick up any urgent telephone calls and to manage pupil absence.  Emails will 
not be checked until Mrs Ellison’s return to school on Mondays and therefore it is important that absence 
or other urgent message is phoned in via the absence line and not via email on a Friday.  Many thanks for 
your support. 
 

Spring Term Parent Survey Results 
Thank you to all our parents/carers who took the time to participate in our 
Spring Term Survey. 
 
Our overall feedback was very positive and a letter was emailed to 
parents/carers on Wednesday with the survey results. 

 
Parent Governor Vacancies 
A letter and accompanying documentation was emailed to all parents/carers 
on Tuesday 11 March 2025 regarding nominations for a parent governor.  
 
The Local Governing Body is delegated certain functions by the YCAT Board.  
The LGB is responsible for the conduct of the school and promoting high 
standards in all areas of school life.   
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It is the role of the Local Governing Body to ensure equality of access for pupils and staff, to hold the 
Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the children, oversee the school’s budget 
and ensure money is well spent.  
 
Parent governors are not elected to represent their stakeholder group but are elected in order to 
contribute to the work of the LGB.  Parent governors are a representative parent, not elected to 
represent parents. 
 
Final nominations need to be received in school by Thursday 3 April 2025 so that the Governors can 
determine whether they need to hold an election.  
 
 

 
 
  



Lothersdale Primary School  ◼  Friday Newsletter  ◼  Page 9 of 11 

  



Lothersdale Primary School  ◼  Friday Newsletter  ◼  Page 10 of 11 

 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD 

 

We are delighted to be able to promote community events in our Friday News 
that may be of interest to our families and friends. If you would like us to 
promote a local event, please pass the details to the school office by 
Wednesday to be included in the Friday News of that week. 
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School Events: 
Mon 17 Mar 2025 - National Child Measurement Programme ~ Rec & Year 6 - AMENDED DATE 
Wed 19 Mar 2025 - Year 6 Crucial Crew visit PM 
Thu 20 Mar 2025 - Fairtrade Coffee Morning at Lothersdale Village Hall 
Tue 25 Mar 2025 - Parent Consultations ~ 2:00 to 6:00pm 
Thu 27 Mar 2025 - Parent Consultations ~ 2:00 to 6:30pm 
Wed 2 Apr 2025 - Rocksteady Band Concert for parents/carers of band members 
Thu 3 Apr 2025 - Decorate an Egg Competition 
Fri 4 Apr 2025 - 

- 
Last Class 2 Swimming Lesson this academic year 
School finishes at 3:15pm for the Easter break 

21 to 23 May 25 - Year 4 Residential visit to Eshton Grange 
 

 
 

 

DIARY OF 
EVENTS 

 

If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please 
contact the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which 
these dates are subject to change: 
 


